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LOCAL POLICEWAN GAINS FAVEE AS A MAKER OF VICLINS.
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Lieut. Tazewell B. Amiss|
Has a Talent He Turns
to Rich Account.

Commander of Tender-!
loin Precinct Rides His

Hobby to Success.
ASHINGTON is proud of her|

police force, and \\':asxhin_mv)n's;

police force, with all its rec-
traditions, and annals of brave
deeds neccomplished and clever detec-
tive werk done in the capture of des- |
perate criminals and the suppression of
crime, Is proud of Liet
Amiss, who, after thirty
continuous service on th
thirty of which he h

mander of No, 1 pre it to at

oooooOCDO(m%
o,

g

— .._.--1*.

That set me to
diffecrent kinds

wefu!

is one tang abot

tain his well-meriteac wtion to the
rank of ecaptain.
Like 1 ther men who, by merit,
erseverance, & D i malin- o
21}11111: throu 1 rs of hard work | %" OO0
the reputation of spotless integrity = i -
amidst I‘.e*nu-:..nnn4 ;x?u! opportunities THE MAKER OF FINE VIOLINS.
from which many men would have made| Lieutenant Amiss Spends His Leisure Time in Manufacture of Instruments.
themselves independently rich, Lieuten-; Azl
ant Amiss will retire from the ;zrt‘.\'cl = SeSnE)
control of Washington's tenderloin with | taught, and has applied himself to the | than it ever had before.
an absolutely spotless record and the | study of his art in % | studying. I did study
deepe from the business men | hours. The patience and perseverance i of wood, different models of violins: and
within the duu-‘nl wries of his precinet, as | requ ed to x:xrt >r this ancient is |1 made several, being succ
well as that of the large population of | almost incredible But in the of | a great many attempts.
the ““outer fringe of so "' over whoin and all prelim Ty : “However, there

-

ne

he has ruled so long. |

It is not, however, as a police officer, a
eriminologist, a soldier, a farmer, or a|
philanthropist that Lieutenant Amiss is
best known. Locally, of course,

over ¢ due t

indomitable

€ succe
closs
nd research.
lieutenant was f

The

among nd one day by

reporter b

those with whom he has come in con-|@ usily engaged in repairing
tact for so many years, he is well known | #n old viclin. He was stripped of his
in all the characters enumerated, but, | 8°Id braided, buttoned, and epauletted
strange to say, he is a man with a|uniform, 2nd in his shirt sleeves, wear-
hobby and has ridden it to such good|iR8 2an apron, surrounded by viclins
purpose that he has attained wide rep-| In all stages of decay and growth, g

utation among musicians, inel R varnish-pots, 'f‘ shes, hammers,
some of the world's famous virtuos chisels, and large assortment of odd
an expert violin maker., Utter the word | |90king tools contrivances, and was

fairly reveling in delight over his work
He explained he was tting
which was Greek to the reporter.

“violin” or *fiddle” to the lieutenant
and you capture his heart. It the
subject he will talk on for hours. He

is a post,”

will turn a deaf ear to all attempts to| “How did I come to make violins?" |
get from him a s!orj of the many deeds | said the lieutcnant; “why, that is a |
of daring he has pefformed, both on the | funny story. I was little more than a |
battlefield and in the quieter but some-| boy when I came back from the war of |
times not less dangerous engagements|the rebellion, and I remembered at my |
with desperadoes, but when music is|©ld homestead, my grandfather's farm |
mentioned, and viclins are the theme, it| in Culpeper ceunty, Va., there was |
strikes and thrills every chord i{n the|an old violin. I wanted it as a memento |
leutenant’s heart and his face beams|of the old gentieman. So I got it and |
with delight, found it was pretty well smashed up, |
As Maker of Violins. l‘lmvul(‘ln‘t play it, and I can't play a |
violin now, but I started to patch up the |
That Lieutenant Amiss has achieved | o1a instrument. I took it all apart and |
remarkable success in the difficuit art put it together again, and somehow
of making violins by hand. is more re- | when I got through, it had a
markable from the fact that he is self- tone, fuller, deeper, richer, and sweeter | vclume,

violin making which is one of its chief-
est
terest

pleasures,

and that is,
and anxiety

intense
as to how the insiru-

after Lalll T

LIEUT. TAZEWELL B. AMISS,

in- Police Officer With Gallant Record in

War and Peace.

"
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WHEN CRIMINALS ARE FORGOTTEN.
Surrounded by Tools gnd Glue Pots and Old Fiddles Lieut. Amiss Is Happy.

5

With Granifather’s Fid-
dle to Strt, Taught
Himselfthe Art.

Artists From Home and
Foreign Lang Visit the
Washington Officer.

three years' service he ras honorably
discharged from the army, taking his
discharge on_receiving tl news that
one of his four brothers, wh were fight-
ing on the Confederate si6, had been
killed before Petersburg,

Gallant Police Recoq.

On his discharge he returnedto Wash-
ington In 1864 and was in the mploy of
the street railway company or four
years, when he was appointedon the
Capitol police. On March 3, %79, he
joined the Metropolitan police as a
patrolman. Among the notable arests
he made was that of the noteious
“Charley Wood"” gang of safe-blovers,
which consisted of Wood, J. Secor, dias
Burns; Bob Merrill, a niotorious Brok-
lyn burglar, and Charles Lilly, of fiis
city. He caught these men in an ally
one night after they had blown open tie

among his friends nearly every musical
celebrity in Europe, and is better
known in musical ecircles abroad than
In the United States.

While Lieutenant Amiss numbers
among his friends all these foreign ar-
tists, he Is well known, also, to many
musiclans of note in this country, as one
of the grmm&t experts on violins in the

ment will turn out. United States, but he is not a profes-
Y ] slonal performer. He plays a little, and
Theories of Acoustics. 1 o S T as'1 dfs Imp_pdlwnn but next to his work and collec-
“You never can tell until it's om- "?L:.tul 1;‘.:"1' i ""I_"" at ;11\' suc- | tions of old violins, he is prouder of one
plete. My first two or three &itemp:s hcess | - istical when I say |°f Dis sons than all his othics posses-
¢idn’'t amount to much, 80 I s .mdiad [that T grad proved, until I h. “9?:;:2\ ]}“T. mn:‘” e ity % LN
sgome books on the art, >4 one or tw) tcruned out nes } violins, which I| ical education, at home and abroad.
. ! - : [ A | during which he studied under some of
bocks on acoustics. The first hooks{have made in my spare time, and forj, o greatest masters of the day. For
taught me a great deal about . ocds, |[Some of which I have reccived several | =, =0, \~;u z‘:-m Amies ‘--}c.}*ie\’e(.l
jand the scientific ones about souad |bur - y : Cmnﬂd?rnblv' success Pt ;0>f“l-
waves. Putting the two together, I I-never cared to ke “colloiy. |ieocly Stiinict DUE The ¢ “w—\nxc‘n)n-s"or
[ that sound in a violin is jusi the |sai@ the itens in an e 10 .1 l‘)‘fo[r—,lg{:,n;ﬂ‘ n]”-:jrl]av life I)P(:ame
s in a sounding board, and thui |G7estion one, and T made | . 0 rul to him \—md“hu retired from
hard streaks in the grain of a'onc vio ind while hn:!:lvvf 1!n-tm ‘xn"n{“ énﬁor't '.g—,g,,"‘”' & prit Un’ 9 r:"ae

| wood are the sound conductors. So m | pronounced successes, and are In use| - Acmekl v
Im: king my next violins, and in «(-rnl._;h\' prof ssionals, I never troubled to g:dr;nnce Bureau of the War Depart-
ing down the woods, I scraped dow,. us |make more.” T: fot Rt are anasituie it
much of the soft streaks as possible, Lieutenaint Amiss has sold some of 4 € Ppictures shown are BDApAbtS. S
il ol ket ents ‘o some of the great |l-leutenant Amiss taken in his work-
s bringing out the hard streaks ’| iz Instruments {o some o0 E i shop—and, ineldentally, withcut hi “
grain of the wood. Then I found |est uropean masters who have Z‘Lp-l‘ I ’ cidentally, withcut his per

better | ecmitted,

< should have the grain slanting up
thie way it grew, and the right hand, or
right half of the
reverse. Then the rings of the grain
outward right and left from the
and the sound waves thus travel

run
ater,
up and

the
depth and sweetness

thus increasing mot only
but the

the left hand side of the violin's|yeared vn

[mll
back., should be the |

around the violin before being |

l

the American concert stage.
altaough he is too modest to ad-
ft, he has received almocst as high
as §1,000 for one of his instruments.

Artists Pay Him Visits.

and,

For many years past hardly a single
violinist of note has visited this coun-
try wno has not paid a visit to Lieu-

tenant Amiss. He is proud to number

mission. While Lieutenant Amiss is In-
tensely reticent as to his record, and
will only talk about violins, Major Syl-
vester, Chief of the Police Department,
and his fellow-officers of &'l rank, are
all proud of him.

Comes of Farmer Stock.
He was born in Culpeper county Va,

1841 He attended school until

lin

he was ten years old and then worked
on his father's farm for several years,
when he went West and lccated in Sa-
line county, Missourl, where he farmed
until 1858. Tiring of the monotony of
agriculture he returned to Virginia and
started horse dealing, traveling as far
south as Alabama, where he located for
a while, and being an expert whip,
he drove a stage-coach from Greens-
boro T, loosa fer nearly a year.
Then Wn the road as a traveling
salesman/ selling agricultural imple-

ments,

In 1861 he returned to Loulsville, Ky.,
where he enlisted in Company 4, U. 8.
Artillery, Alexander Hamilton's old
company. During the civil war he
fought at the battles of Hainesville or
Falling Waters, Va.; Winchetter,
Slaughter Mountain, Antistam, Socuth
Mountain, Gettysburg, Chancellorsville,
Lookout Mountalin, and South Mountain.
At Chancellorsville he was seriously
wounded several times, but despite or-
ders he continued to fight his gun until
he fell, disabled. - For his action at that
engagement he was specially mentioned
in dispatches to General Gary for “he-
roic bravery.”

After being on a furlough for fifteen
days, during which he vigited a sister
in Washington, he returned to his regi-
ment before the expiration of his leave
and assisted in the reilef of Rosecrans
at Chattanoogn and in driving Lee from
Vuginia to Kelly’'s Ford on the Rappa~
hannoek River, At tne expiration ©f

safe o” Robert Fleming & Co., of Penn.
sylvaria Avenue. He hung on to his men
until they beat him almost into insensi=,
bility with slungshots and left him lying
on the ground. He captured all of the
desperadoes the following morning.

He was promoted to acting sergeant
in 1881, and on December 3, 1886, was pro-
moted to the lieutenancy and command
of the First police precinet, which In-
cludes several theaters, most of the prin-
cipal hotels and business houses, and all
the night resorts of the seamy side of
Washington life. During all the time
Lieutenant Amiss has held his command
he has never had a complaint made
against him. So highly ic he held in the
esteem of the residents and busi
men in his district that some years ago,
when transfer to another district was
contemplated, @ unanimous protest was
sent to Police Headquarters asking that
he be retained.

While he is feared as an officer and
strictly enforces the law, h¢ has gained
the esteem of the many outcasts in his
district, who frequently consult him as
a friend, and many a one has taken ad-

tage of his wise counssl, and as
many have been recipients of his gen-
erosity.

The coming promotion of Lleutenant
Amiss to the rank of captain, while a
subject of congratulation from his many
friends, is regarded with deep regret by
those with whom he has been brought
in contact in the discharge of his duty
and by the men of his present command,
by whom he is regarded with esteem

amounting almost to affection.

The Ambitious Political Gra fter of Toa’ay,

His

HY do many“good men shy at
running for office

well ask me if I know my name,
1 t”li 1k I know them all, and if I dor ‘t.
pl put me next as soon as possible

are some of the s I have
up against: I was at time

own

and

!

1
say |
|

that they cannot afford it,

and why do men who have previously |
enjoyed a reputation as comparatively

thing

one

in some “soup foundry” where there]

are twenty votes. He controls the on-'

tire vote of the house and is willing to |

sell out for anything he can get. If hci

can sell it to one side he will then|

try to sell it to the opposition, and,
| when it comes to delivering the goods ! will sell

ager of a campaign for a friend of |

honest and decent citizens so often be- vho was running for a city of-

come boodlers when once they get their men, little men, and '111 im_.x_q

noses Into the public troug | ld come into our offices and |
These and similar q tions are fre- |try to skin us out of our eyeteeth

quently asked by the general publie, es- |
pecially that portion of the public wt Needed a Shave.

n poli- |

has never taken an active part i Stance, a man

tics. They reason that there is a cor- | needs shave and gen

rupt practices act which places a limit | 2@bout bad as any m:

on the campalgn expenses of a '.u;di-}‘” my life. He sat down

date, and compels him to m 1 | it a whirlwind vote-getter he was, |

statement of the expenses H stated that he had a whole down

tracte 1§ et tied up in his pocket
The filed statements of the winners he ted for it was beer money

after an election do not as a rule show | for tr Yy ‘Give me enough to buy

that any great fortunes have been ex- £ the boys and a few ecigurs| e

pended in securing the desired Uﬂ‘uvx of the temperance ones, and |

| £

will be selling or offering for sale the| for

|

vote of some other boarding house.
The Ticket Grafter.

“The ticket seller is the most deadly
of all the grafters and the most plenti-
ful, persecuted officeholder. |
"X there are raffles and
concer: shows of all sorts ar-

1ged solely for the purpose of getting

graft off the man who is foolish
enough to run for an office. I have

about 2,000 tickets acquired In various
ampaig and never saw a show for
of them.

“This ticket graft is the genteel game,
and is resorted to by many who appear:
otherwise fairly decent. But they come
in in droves and have tickets for
sorts of things. Dances by the Light-

Social Club, benefits for orphans

dog fights, lawn feles,
raffles on anything from a

.!»/;: to automobile, and so on. Ninety-
nine out of 3§ hundred of these pecople
I never saw before, and they never saw
I am running for office 1

am legal game. Some of them hang on

after

ny

st
i eripples,
hurch fairs,

me, Bicause

election.”
Subscription Workers.
Anocther officeholder has been swamp-

| ed not only by ticket grafters, but by
| subsc ription workers., Everything was
represented One well-dressed woman
was going to start a cat hospital ana
from that they ranged to a church that
| had a mortgage and wanted to pay it
off.

“The pastor said they would all vote
for me ¥ I would give them $0 to he.p
pay off the mortgage,” explained t*
candidate. "I actually believe th 1

The expenses generally Inc whole precinct for your
button to the campaign comr {'F:.
fees, and printing, all of which are cor 3 y two or three of that
sidered legitimate. | stripe of birds would find their way into
| the office, and all had things lined up
Work of Grafters, [to a finish and wanted a g:mh— b aic )
The f: of the atter is that mo ! noney to keep the line straight. I sup-
people have no } of the de- | pose they could keep a line straight as
mands made on : ndidates who come | long as it was up against a bar.
out for office by a vast armyv of “‘tir
horn grafters” who wait and wateh wit‘h ! The Letter Game.
»s and itcl s for every | ~ Then there was another gent who
stat or nat al .4,,,“10:;' haé written to about 200 friends all over
and then ;:!’»u‘-v»rrl to go after their vie- 7. who had 14.!;!.41( in his
tims 1id would vote he di-|
“Minneapolis, . show that he s on th
fanized’ town,” e he had a copy of the letter wi vn
tician of that city, “‘anc It was a 1 plece of work ac-
her former boodling offic rding to the writer, who was, how-
made known to th ¢ ever, the only person I ever found who
through the i ould make head or tail out of it.
All over “He explained that he had be very
public ofi s an yus to lose no time, nd had,
coming pu . fore, malled the letters at once,
*“The small grafter, however is { paying for the s!-m;p:»‘wil of his own
erally able to work W,,,,A s ocket He thought that In view of
seen, and his w,\”, very seld 1at he had furnished the sta-
to the public had taken all the trouble
raises are not . cf letters, that I ought to
the aggregate - | B ct:u.':;-s_. He offered to
These parasites cs .~ | cali for $4.50. I asked him
made to pay for ti “for a list his friends and their :::1-,;
is now proposed ti g b x.‘wI} that he h"u]‘
dates to combine for mutual protec e, ‘on the piano,’ I
ainst them
A o her guy eame into the office one

May Be Prosecuted. | ¢ and stated that he had traveled all

“By la g traps soms { over the town from Washburn Park to|
caught 1 the law wil he | € mden Place and had spent a small
rest. When a few have fe » in car fares. Ile was sure that|
hind the bars t 1 seen 300 people ¢ had made
the others will fis v though votes for us., After telling his
forced, is not a bad thing after all. he pr-n'-nd-«l to make a strike

“Many officials have ocutlined the fol-|for the car fares, amounting to $8.65.
lowing schemes, all of which have been | Grafters to a Man.
;ixs‘_(’!-x:i‘lp \:;:',.( \_r'\,lu}‘:j'\ji\ Mis b‘,” “That fellow had ngt been outside of
e e . €8UN | the business district for six weeks., He
operations for the 1‘r‘ sent mpalgn, | wag a cheap sport who used to hang
but the greater part of ut in front of a cheap gambling joint
for the grand finale will be the daytime and inside in the
more doing in things .l ns "l he ‘;\huh- bunrxh‘ntlru ‘A;ul to
“There is no game too or too me for a mark. They didn't have
big Zor these people. Anvt from a | even their own votes.”
clgar to an automoblle w " | her grafter who piles his trad
the candidates of both parties mpaigns is the |,4;.,'.»,u,,“, e
to fight this evil and after a f B L P i e
i 1 1. This specles of gr: r will
cu.h:ms it will stop.” | epproach the candidate and state that
“*Do 1 know anything about political | he has & boarding house in some part

&rafters?’ sald another; ‘you might asl of town, or lives and is the ruling 1

| They

ight| for all the

the mortgaged churches of one de
ination waited for that campalgn

to pay off their mortgages and
went around to all the candidates
both sides. ]I know of one man ‘..

offered

opponent, who was also a good fricua
of mine.

“We found out his game and both
offered to help after he had delivered
the goods. 1 told him to come around
it I was elected, and I would help the
church out, and the other man did the
same, We agreed between ourselves to

be on hand in the winner's office when
he came and toss him down the stairs.
I was elected, and he actually came for
his money. We were both on hand to
meet him, but he ‘crawfished’ so beau-
tifully we let him go with our
opinions him as a minister of the
gospel.”

that

of

Money for Clubs.

“Don’t forget the clubs,” sald anothep
victim. "‘The club’s the thing, and be-
long the town will be full of them,

will give parties and smokers ang
feeds, and will then make the rounds
of the politicians asking them to pay
the bills. The managers will have billsy
candidates and will collect

fore

a church vote to me and to my ;

evious Ways and Ingenious Wiles

from as many as possible. Oh, the club
is a beauty.

“Then there is the bunch that makes
the rounds of all the ~campalgn head-

quarters and political meetings looking
for free cligars and free drinks, They
their vote ten times in a night
as many cigars or beers and then
likely not vote at all”
old-ups for money in var
for positions of
committeeman who

very

There a
amounts

A

re he

ous and

sorts,

campaign

seen a few things stated that he

lost all confidence in human na-

“I once thought that there was

| some honesty in the world, but after
|seeing ang of ‘grafterg’ that swarm-
ed hea ariers with demands for spoll
I ehanged my mind. Scme of them were

|
|
|
|
|

all |

|

| ticians
!is a church in

men who would look down on a common

{thief and thank kind fate that théy were

lifferent. They were

were Infinitely worse,
“Graveyard Graft”
graft that strikes most people
acquainted with it as being the
limit is known among the poli-
the ‘graveyard graft’ There
Minneapolis which has al-

diiferent, for they

“The
who ar
absolute

as

iways made a of grafting at
| every election. had a little con-
science, however, : instead of asking
for the money outright would ask the

was getiing too strong and demanded a
{deed for the lot. We got the deed and
the party now possesses a graft grave-
yvard lot. he church hated to give the
deed, but will e to deliver the goods
from now on,” iy
-t people are harmless, but are |
at the e time yod bluffers and scare
many deates into producing,” said
tne well-known man. “They never con-
rol anything, and if they did would try
« sell {t to every candidate In sight.
an e ilJed off and things will

campalgn committee to buy a lot in their
graveyard. The same lot has been
bought over and over and always given

At the last election, however, |
of ti committee Insisted that |t

(Copyright, 1904, by Waldon Fawceit.)
HE approach of annual Me-
morial Day

our

always turns the at-

tention of the American pecpie
to the unparalleled pension sys-
tem of the greatest of republizs, and
especially will this be true this year.
! when the President's recent sweeping
i order has added thousands of names to

| Uncle Sam's pension roll, and will add
millions of dollars a month to the na-
tion’s expense account. Even under the
old conditions no other country on earth
had been so prodigal in its bounty to
the needy veterans of its war, and now
that governmental generosity has taken
this new turn th will be literally no
compar/son between the United States
and an)’ other power,

The TUnited States Government has
had, as a result of the various wars in
which it has been engaged, a list of
nearly one miilion persons *o whom it

gularly pays pensions, and with the
Increase In pensioners under the new
pian of distribution it is safe te predict
that the army of pensioners will b or
a long time to come, far above the mil-
lHon mark. Similarly the present annual
expenditure for pensions amounting to
Gpproximately $137.000,000 a ¥ * will be
swelled several llion dollars a month,
It is expected also that there will have
to be a heavy increase in the force of
| employes at the Pension Bureau 3t the
National Capital, which already requires
the services of upward of 1,800 workers.

With the exception of the ¥ stoffice
I¢partment, probably no other branch of
our Goverrment comes directly in con-
tact with so large a portion of the peo-

nt

ere

| ple as does the Pension Bureau. Hardly
a community exists anywhere in the
|land but has one or more persons re-

| ceiving some small share of U
evidence of gratitude.
slons paid to former
| Llc widows, children,
| tives of soldiers
| sleners Inciudes

| wars except ¢he War of the

necle Sam's
Not only are pen-
soldiers, but also
and dependent rela-
The army of pen-
survivors of all the
tevolution,

man can make a clean run|
- ] :,( i 'pnll!io: |and there wre on the rolls the names of
See *leg ) =, | 3
2 58, DEttacd se P:”' most of | S¢Veral women who receive a small in-
. Is oblige L .
LT ol i e SR mm‘v{come from the Government as a re-
S MOr . tion, Att;lnh.l are i sult of services rendered by their msla
s m % electic
Very Wrorg i ”" af mndvr‘ne | relatives in the struggle of the colonies
& 2 : ¥ | for independence.
means rupns ce and finds that| ™, -5
be has no ; for his first year's|, 1 here are widows ‘of generals
work, there is a H'Inpt'xllu-'x [u"‘m the Union army who are draw-
B to toy 16 mat ” y "|ing pensicns ranging as high as
“Tell the grafters of all sorts that| =0 @ Year, and totally disabled
there is nothing d »...i |’}u”k it u § Sftionee hida s 83N DY libaral
- = br ' UP|alicwances, but the ;reat mass of tne
with a few prosecutions and one of the | . = = s - FoS
worst evils of our municipal political RSN § _Denslners - Ere - Paid - MmO

system will b ped.™

A TRIBUTE TO BACH.
Taere is a good story
ary about Sir

in a contempor-
Frederick Bridge apd a
certain mechanical plano player. He
paid a visit to a country house, and
found every one in raptures over Bach's
Fugue in D minor, rendered by the
tuneful machine. He listened with awe,
but quite failed to recognize the work.
It turned out, inquiry, that the plece
had been inserted upside down, and had
consequently been played backward.—
London Globe,

as

on

ranging from $100 down to $ per month.
InGueed, the average of all pensions
paid is only about $132 per year. How
ieavy is the expenditure in the aggre-
gate, however, may perhaps best ba
appreciated from the fact that since the
persion system was established it has
cost the Government more than $3,000.-
000,000,

The one man who more than any others
individual, not even excepting the dis-
untled taxpayer, is appalled by tha
present increase in the scope of the work
of the Pension Bureau -is Eugene F
WaNe, the Commissioner af Penslons,
an official wea has unde® % direction

Added Millions for the
Will Swell Pension "

in Washington and at the pension ager-
cies throughout the country, a force of
considerably more than 2,000 employer
Mr. Ware, who owes his present posi-
tion. to personal friendship with Presi-
aent Roosevelt, has been contending for
some time past that the work of his
office was more than gue \nan could do,
and with the new avalanche of busi-
ness just precipitated, he is ready to
throw up his hands in despair.

In speaking the other day ¢f the con-
gested condition of the Pension Bu
which hfs been the indirect cause of so
many recent complaints from veterans
waiting for claims to be passed upon,
Commissioner Ware said: "“Our work
day here In the Pension Gffice begins at
9 oclock in the morning and ends at
4:30 o'clock in the afternoon, but there
is a steady, constant massive flow of
business into the office which far ex-
ceeds in volume that which can be
handled. The natural result is that our
work is never done and never complete.
All “hat we can do is to do each day as
much as possible, beginning the next
day where we left off the evening be-
fore. It is idle for the present to evern
think of catching up with the work.”

Aside from being hopelessly swamped
with work the position of Commissione:
of Pensiors is not altogether a desir-
able one. For one thing this official re-
ceives in his mail each morning more
complaining and protesting letters than
come to any other of Uncle Sam's chief
lieutenants, Many of these communica-
tions are pitiable in the extreme. A
considerable proportion of the mfuwes,
for inste -ce, are from widows who tell
heart-bre -ing storles of sickness and
trouble, anl perhaps want of food and
clothing, with the explanation that if
their pensions are withheld or are not
increased they must become a public
charge with all the attendant sacrifice
of pride. .

The Pension Commissioner, llke every
other prominent officlal In Washington,
also has great numbers of personal call-
ers, many cf thera veterans who persist
ir presenting thelr petitions personally
and will not be denied. Then, too, all
pensions carrying a first payment of
$1,000 or over—*“back pay” it is commonly
designated--must be personally examinea
by the Commissioner, and this requires
the examination of hundreds of claims
carrying millions of dollars. During the
session of Congress the President re-
quires the Commissioner to report over
his own slgnature upon gll pensions al-
iowed by special ncts of Congress, and
this usually necessitates the preparation
of something over a thousand special re-
ports during the few months that the
National Legislature is in session.

Like his predecessors in the office, the
present Commissioner of Pensions saw
service in the civil war. Eugene F.
Ware Is a native of New England, but
has spent most of the sixty-two years
of his life in the West. He was edu-
cated at a country school at such times
as he did not have to work on the farm,
and shortly before the war joined an
fowa company of zouaves, which enter-
ed the service as a unit when President
Lincoln jssued his first call for volun-
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teers. After more than five years of
army life, Mr. Ware openec z|harness
shop in Kansas, and, incident. 2 wrote
poetry, which in time brought him no
small degree of fame. Soon after Le
was admitted to the bar, and then fig-
ured as the hero in a pretty little ro-
mance, which culminated in his mar-
riage to Jeanette Huntington, a Vassa=
girl, who had gone West to teach
school.

‘ine Pension Office at Washington, the
great repository of claims which will
herceforth be more crowded than ever
iz one of the largest bulldings in the
ceuntry. It ocvcupies nearly two aecrcs
of ground, being 40 feet in length.
This immense structure, which contains
17 rooms, was patterned by Gen. Mont-
gomery C. Meigs, the arcuitect, after
the Farnese Palace, in Florenve, Italy,
but Congress after spending $1,600,000 on
the structure, grew suddenly economi-
cal, and the builders were compelled to
deviate from the originai plans and fin-
ish the huge building as best they
could.

The orzanization of the work of the
Pension Bureau is characterized by the
grcatest possible degree of system. Its
scope is far-reaching in the extreme.
For instance, there are more than 4,000
dcctors and specialists employed on Its
medical boards throughout the countr;”.
and its correspondence corps answers
each vear fully 6.000,000 letters, a suffi-
cient number to extend fully 700 miles,
il placed end to end. The millions of
documents relating te pensions which
are stored in the great fireproof Pea-
sion Offic: are filed in rows upon rowas
of cabinets, but so perfect is the system
that within five minutes after inquiry
ithe entire record of a pension case may
Le laid before an official or visitor.

QUEEN VICTORIA ON THE VICTORY.,

There was probably no one of all those
on board the Victory during the King's
recent visit who could recall that other
day forty years ago—it was the anal-
versary of Trafalgar—when Queen .Vie-
toria paid a similar homage to the mem-
oty of our greatsnaval hero. She was
returning to Portsmouth with the Prince
Consort from a visit of inspection to
the Osbcrne estate, and expressed a
wish to see the pfaces where Neison
‘eli and died. The royal barge was
promptly taken alongside the Vjctory,
and her majesty was conducted to the
part of the quarterdeck where a brass
piate bears the logend, surrounded by
# laurel wreath. *“Here Neilson fell™
The Queen gazea at the inscription for
some moments in silence and with tears
sizeaming down her cheeks, and then,
plucking a few leaves of laurel from
the wreath, asked to be taken down {o
the cockpit where the great admiral
died. As she tollowed her guldes down
the ladders into the deep hold of tie
suip, a too zealous young powder
monkey, who was running up with

wder for the royal salute, ran “full
butt"” inte her majesty and aimost up-
set her—a misadventure whicl, she took
in excellent part. When shre reached
the cockpit she stood for several mo-
ments In silence, clasping ber husband's
hand, before tne urn which marked the
spot where Nelson died; and, in the
words of an officer who was present,
“so affecting was the emotion she dis-
played that it brough: texrs to the eyes
of more than one who witnessed -
London Westminster Gazette.




